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Happy New Year from Laura Lee

| want to wish evenyone a
great and prosperous
2009. Our mission as
Master Gardeners has
never been as important
to our friends, families
and community. During
this holiday | have been
reminded many times of
the gifts and blessings we
enjoy. Our quality of life
is enriched by being gar-
deners. We see, feel,
touch, taste and smell the
earth and the bounty of
nature. In challenging
times gardening can be a
refuge, can supplement
food on the table, and can
give hope to someone
who doesn't have much
beauty in her life. Choos-
ing to be a gardener is a
valuable life skill. Teach-
ing and mentoring others
to be gardeners is price-
less. | would encourage
all of you to find a way to
share your knowledge and
appreciation for this won-
derful world, country,
state, and Lowcountry.

I will be teaching Master

Gardener classes in Beau-

fort and Hilton Head.

Please let me know if you
can help with setting up
or helping with any of the
classes. | have limited
space in the classroom in
Beaufort, but the commu-
nity room in Hitton Head
has lots of seating.

Turf Love and Rent a
Master Gardener pro-
grams are up and running,
and they both are great
educational opportunities.
These programs also have
the potential to have a
positive impact on water
quality through the reduc-
tion of pesticides and fer-
tilizers in stormwater run-
off.

| encourage everyone to
come by and help out at
the Hilton Head Plant
Clinic and Beaufort Ex-
tension office as your
time permits. | enjoy the
chance to work with you.
We have something for
evenyone. The pass a
long garden needs to be
thinned. | have planted
way too many lettuce and
special thanks to Judy

Braswell and Hubert
Jamison for the plant la-
bels. We have more
seeds to plant. And
share.

Master Gardeners were all
over Beaufort County last
year making a difference.
Everyone enjoyed the
Farmers Markets in BIuff-
ton and Port Royal. |
expect them to be even
better in the future. We
had projects ranging from
a very successful garden
tour in Southern Beaufort
County to Habitat for
Humanity service projects
in Beaufort.

(continued on page 2)



Gardening easy in the South? Not so much.

By Allan Armitage

diness but because they

(This is a small excerpt of an rotted in the ground.

artide that Dr. Amrmitage
wrote for the blog Garden

Summer temperatures
and humidity in the South

Rant. You can find the entire &€ &S0 detriments to per-

artide, along with many other
interesting stories at
WA gardenrant.com)

Where rain replaces snow
(as in the South), the ma-
jor survival problem [to
overwintering perennials]
is inadequate drainage.
This is particularly true on
heawy clay where cold
winter rains resut in
soggy, water-logged soils
and roots, crowns, and
bulbs are immersed in
free-standing water. Rot
organisms proliferate and
plants disappear, not be-
cause of lack of cold har-

enniality. Plants not
adapted to the South of-
ten perform poorly be-
cause of high night tem-
peratures, which signifi-
cantly affects the rate of
plant respiration. When
night temperatures re-
main above 70F the proc-
ess of respiration contin-
ues unabated and com-
petes more aggressively
for the carbohydrates
produced during the day
by photosynthesis. This
resuits in lack of stored
carbohydrates, inhibition
of chlorophyll synthesis,
and lack of secondary cell
well formation. The con-

sequence is reduced vigor,
weak stunted plants and
small foliage. Species not
capable of acclimatization
cannot store the resernves
necessary to survive the
winter. In many cases,
death is due not to lack of
winter hardiness, but lack
of summer tolerance.
Many problems may be
minimized with fall plant-
ing, allowing plants time
to build starch reserves
and develop an extensive
root system prior to the
onset of winter. Fall
planting is more critical in
the South than the North
for most temperate spe-
cies.

Happy New Year from Laura L @@hed frompage 1)

Visitors from all over the
country saw the efforts of
Lowcountry Master Gar-
deners at Pinckney Island
and the historic Heyward
House in Bluffton. The
school district is more
beautiful because of the
Master Gardener volun-

teers who have worked in
every part of the county

in classrooms and gardens

mentoring our youth.

The next year is going to
be great. Lowcountry
Master Gardener Associa-

tion, because of its collec-
tion of individual talents,

is a vehicle for improving,
presenving, teaching and
growing. Together we
can accomplish a lot.
Volunteer.



MG Volunteers Urgently Needed

We have a number of on-  Historians — one or more

going projects where help  volunteers from each re-
IS needed right now in- gion are needed to read
cluding: the local newspapers and

other publications and
clip articles pertaining to
the LMGA.

Ask a Master Gardener
Hotline in the Beaufort
Office. Senior Aide and
MG Ginny, who was
working 20 hours per
week, is no longer
with the C Extension
Senvice. Let's tryand
fill those hours with
MG volunteers. The
CES needs us more
than ever right now;
please offer to help.

Turf Love and Rent a
Master Gardener
projects are both in need

activities in the area and
submit the dates, times
and contact information
to the local project coor-
dinators for the newslet-
ter and website.

One (or more) persons
with experience using Ex-
cel spreadsheets.

Scheduling volunteers —
this can be done from
your home phone.

Volunteers are needed to

In May we will hold a one
day Lawn Care Work-
shop in Bluffton. Volun-
teers are needed for pub-
licity, poster distribution,
soliciting donations, room
set up and break down,
information booths, logis-
tical support, refresh-
ments and many in-
cidental volunteer
opportunities.

Please contact your
Beaufort, Hilton
Head or Bluffton
project coordinator
if you can help out in
any way.

Bluffton
Bill Leonard, 548-0168

Northern Beaufort

County
Pat Lauzon, 524-5671

Hilton Head
Betty Manne, 342-3434



Upcoming Activties/ E vents

Buffer Garden Work Day

There will be a work day at the Beau-
fort Govenment Center buffer garden
on Saturday, February 7th from 9 am
to 12 noon. The buffer garden is lo-
cated at the cormner of Ribaut Road
and Boundary Streets in Beaufort.

Tum into the Government Center
from Boundary Street, one short
block west of Ribaut Rd. There is a
traffic light at that entrance. The
buffer garden runs along the west side
of this entrance to the government
center.

Sheri Sykes
sykessr45@ islc.net

Teel House Work Day

The next work day at the Teel House
is Thursday, Feb. 19 beginning at
9:30. The property is located on
Colcock Avenue which is off of
Bridge St. one block west of Oyster
St. and the Oyster St. Park. The name
TEEL is on awooden sign. Tum in
this dirt road and drive about 40 yards
to park under the Live Oaks.
It is about 1/2 mile west of the Hey-
ward House. The house and grounds
were recently deeded to the BHPS.
In November the limb of a Live Oak
fell on mature azaleas and did major
damage. Initially we are working on
pruning the azaleas. There is
plenty of work to keep us busy for
many months!
Questions: contact Alice Fraser at 757
-2535 ormayshadow@ yahoo.com

Camellia Walks
Judge Arthur Solomon
Camellia Trail

Join us for our Camellia Walks in

February on Sundays! We'll have
volunteers on hand to walk you
through the garden and answer
guestions you have about Camel-

lias!

What a great way to spend a Sun-

day afternoon with Camellias in
the garden!

UGA Coastal Gardens
& Bamboo Farm
2 Cane Brake Road
Savannah, GA 31419
v, bamboo.caegraedu

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Sunday February 1, 2009
Sunday February 8, 2009
Sunday February 15, 2009

Sunday February 22, 2009

Contact Information:
Bill Lutes 912-660-4305

Mark your Calendar

On March 21st, the Clemson Ex-
tension Service will sponsor a
Master Gardener Jamboree for all
South Carolina MG’s at the River-
banks Botanical Garden in Co-
lumbia. 1t will be held in conjunc-
tion with the Spring Garden Festi-
val at Riverbanks that same day.
There will be a multitude of pres-
entations, demonstrations, many
vendor booths for those unusual
plants you can't find at local nurs-
eries and best of all it is an oppor-

tunity for MG’s from all parts of
the state to meet and share fun
and fellowship.

Riverbanks is about 2 ¥2 to 3
hours from Beaufort County de-
pending on where you are coming
from. It is not far off the Inter-

state and easy to locate. Please
consider joining your fellow MG's
and enjoying the day. Carpools

are an option; talk with your

friends and see if you can't get a
group together. There is an ad-
mission fee for non members of
the gardens but it has been re-
duced for the Master Gardeners.

Hope to see you there.
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Notes from the Head Gardener

Wow, where did the time
go; it is hard to believe we
are in 2009 already. With
the busy holidays behind
us it is time to get back to
work as Master Garden-
ers.

We are in the process of
getting the website up and
running again and | hope
all Lowcountry Master
Gardeners will help us to
keep it curent. We need
your information such as
the projects you are work-
ing on, the days and times
volunteers are needed and
any special equipment or
skills if necessary. We
need dates of gardening
activities; perhaps you
know of a garden club
tour or maybe you have
seen something in your
local newspaper, we can
even use long distance
events of interest to gar-
deners. We need photos
of MG activities - lots of
photos please. We need
suggestions for new pro-
jects and the list goes on.
Most of all we need
YOUR IDEAS for how
the website can be user
friendly and what addi-
tional information you
want to see there. Your
regional Project Coordi-
nators will collect the in-
formation and funnel it to
the webmaster. Please

help us make this a suc-
Ccess.

We all need to give a huge
THANK YOU to the
MG'’s, especially the
homeowners, who were
involved with the won-
derful and successful gar-
den tour in southemn
Beaufort County last fall.
Thanks also to the Rent a
Master Gardener volun-
teers and to Bill Leonard
and his Turf Rangers in
the outstanding Turf

Love program. These are
excellent ways to raise
funds, educate the public
about sound, research
based, garden practices
and garner good publicity
for the MG program.
Congratulations and
thanks!

Volunteering as Master
Gardeners in support of
the Clemson Extension
Service is more important
right now than ever.

With the decline in state
revenues all state agen-
cies, including Clemson,
have had to absorb tre-
mendous budget cuts.
Please consider working
an extra hour or two in
the CES office; it will be
sincerely appreciated and
your help will be vital in
keeping the office run-
ning smoothly. Don't

forget to submit your
Master Gardener volun-
teer hours; Clemson
needs to know just how
sizable the contribution
we make is in order to
justify supporting the MG
program.

After a few unseasonably
warm weeks it is pretty
cool again. These damp
winter days | find myself
in the house more than
the garden. These are the
times to grab a stack of
gardening catalogs and
magazines, a mug of
something warm and a
comfortable seat while
thinking fondly about the
upcoming gardening sea-
son.

Think Spring!
Alice




Onine Reporting of MG Hours

By Will Balk

It has probably been
drilled into your memory
that the hours we Master
Gardeners spend doing
MG-approved projects in
support of gardening and
horticulture need to be
reported to the state MG
system. And — like many
of us — you've doubtless
neglected to record and
report many of those
hours.

These reports are vital for
the program: they are a
measurable means for
assessing the amount and
value of the work done by
the Master Gardener pro-
gram across the state, and
for justifying its support

by Clemson and state leg-
islators. More crucially
for us, our hours in sup-
port of horticulture —

when reported — demon-
strate to state leaders just
how essential a role Laura
Lee and Shawn play in
this community; it helps
assure that their positions
with the Extension Ser-
vice remain funded.
Clemson and all state
agencies are already ex-
periencing massive cuts in
funding; all the employees
of the Extension Office
have already been notified
of unpaid furlough leaves;
and even more drastic
Cuts are coming soon.

So let's all do our part in
letting Clemson and the
state know how much
Laura Lee and Shawn and
the Master Gardener pro-
gram contribute to this
community by reporting
our volunteer hours.

Until now, we called the
Extension Office to re-
port our hours, or we sent
in a report to the office,
or we signed in with a
project coordinator when
we showed up for a pro-
ject. Tim Dawvis, who
heads up the statewide
Master Gardener program
for Clemson, has devel-
oped an online web site
for MGs all across the
state to report these vol-
unteer hours. We've been
testing and working with

it for the last six months
or so, and we're ready to
open it up for Beaufort
MGs to do their reporting
with a few clicks at the
computer. If you prefer,
of course you may con-
tinue to report to Laura
Lee or Shawn.

So let's look first at the
categories all your volun-
teer hours may fit in, as-
suming your project has
been approved by the Ex-
tension Office.

1. Community Service:
these are projects de-
signed to benefit the
community at large, such
as actually building or
maintaining a Habitat for
Humanity garden for the
owner, or a food bank
garden, or a church gar-
den. Itis NOT teaching
a Habitat homeowner
how to garden, or show
ing a food bank organiza-
tion how to plan and
maintain a garden.

1. Educational Service:
these are the_teaching
projects, like the last two
examples above. It also
includes information
booths (like at the Farm-
ers Markets), plant prob-
lem clinics, phone consul-
tations, office support at
the Extension Office,
demonstration gardens
(like the Buffer Garden),
garden tours, witing the
Newsletter, etc

2. Continuing Educa-
tion: these are projects by
which you are teaching
yourself, or improving
your own skills, such as
attending a Master Gar-
dener symposium, or Ex-
tension-offered educa-
tional programs.

(continued on p. 7)
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Administration: these are
tasks performed as a MG
officer, organizational
projects, planning of non-
educational functions of
the MG association, etc

All your volunteer hours
should fall into one of
these categories; if you're
in doubt, you can aways
check with Laura Lee or
Shawn.

To access the state MG
web site, you will need a
“username” and a
“password’. Before you
are readyto start the
process of getting into the
system, email me:

(sandlappert4-

mastergarden-
ers@ yahoo.com

for your particular user-
name and password.

After we've gotten your
log-in information and
when you are ready to
record your hours of vol-
unteer work, it's a good
idea to keep a record for
yourself and have it at
hand when you sit down
at the computer to send
your hours in.

The web site address is:

http:/
wWww.clemson.edulcemg/

State.php

where you should find the
log-in page. Entering in
your personal log-in name
and password will let you
see the state MG site,
with accumulated infor-
mation from all over.

The left side of the page
has several green bars for
State, County, and Master
Gardener.

Clicking on “Master Gar-
dener” should take you to
your very own personal
MG page. There's an
“Edit” button next to
your name at the top;

clicking on it will let you
add or correct any per-
sonal information in the
system (there will be cor-
rections to be made, rest
assured).

Farther down, you will

see the four categories for
your volunteer hours.
Clicking on “Add’ next

to the proper category

will let you enter your
hours.

It's easy, simple (even if
my descriptions are not!),
and fun. Andif it's too
daunting, just email me
and we'll get you set up
fast. Have fun!



Beaufort County E xtension Senice
P.O. Box 189

102 Industrial Village Rd. Suite 101

Beaufort, SC 29906

Laura Lee Rose

(843) 470-3655 ext. 117

Irose@ demson.edu
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The purpose of the assodation is to educate its members and
to support and engage in projeds and adivities whidofgom
and foster community envichment, k nowledge and enhance-
ment in the areas of horticLiture and ecology. The Assoda
tion shall be organized and operated for the benefit of its
members and shall operate on a not for profit basis.

L MGA Meeting Dates

February 18,
(Wednesday) 1:00 — 3:00
pm

Hilton Head Public Ser-
vice District (PSD) Com-
munity Room

Laura Lee Rose will speak
on the Gardens of
Giverny.

To get to the PSD, take
Hwy 278 to Matthews
Drive, if you are coming
from Beaufort or Bluff-
ton you will turn right.
Pineland Station Mall will
be on the comer.

Tum left at the first street
you come to (immediately
past Sam's Club); there
will be a Midas Muffler
store on the comer. Fol-
low this road a very short
distance until it dead ends
at the PSD building.

March 26th (Thursday)
1:00 — 3:00 pm

Hilton Head Public Ser-
vice District (PSD) Com+
munity Room

Program will be a review
of the book “Down to
Earth: Practical Thoughts

for Passionate Garden-
ers” by the late Margot
Rochester, a SC Master
Gardener.

It has become increas-
ingly difficult to find

(free) meeting space for
the association. If you
know of a facility that
might be willing to let the
LMGA meet please pass
the information on to
your regional coordinator.



